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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 10/17/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

2. Applicant's argues that Smithies et al., do not teach or suggest a speakable 
identifier that uses any technique to summarize the content of document to be signed 
(Amendment, pages 6 - 9). 

The examiner disagrees, Smithies et al., teach that the affirming party will be 
prompted to interact with the appropriate peripheral device or module so that the 
signature data may be invoked, used, read, recorded. If the signature is a so called 
"digital signature" created with the aid of a secret or private cryptographic key 
possessed by the affirming party, then the APC calls an appropriate cryptographic 
module to cause with the aid of that key (col. 35, lines 28 - 36). Recording the signature 
data using cryptographic key implies using a speakable identifier that uses any 
technique to summarize the content of document to be signed, since the cryptographic 
key is obtained by transforming the signing document in a fixed length string. 

3. Applicant's argues that Smithies et al., do not teach or suggest the use of voice 
script that provides a signer reciting any cryptographic hash or other summary of the 
contents of a document; voice script that includes a checksum (Amendment, page 9). 
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The examiner disagrees, Smithies et al., teach that the affirming party will be 
prompted to interact with the appropriate peripheral device or module so that the 
signature data may be invoked, used, read, recorded. If the signature is a so called 
"digital signature" created with the aid of a secret or private cryptographic key 
possessed by the affirming party, then the APC calls an appropriate cryptographic 
module to cause with the aid of that key, the encryption of a checksum or hash of the 
document (col.35, lines 28 - 36). Recording the signature data using cryptographic key 
implies using voice script that provides a signer reciting any cryptographic hash or other 
summary of the contents of a document; voice script that includes a checksum, since 
the document is recorded in a data object made secure through the use of encryption 
and a checksum. 
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4. Applicant's argues that Smithies et al., do not teach or suggest message digest in 
voice script (Amendment, page 9). 

The examiner disagrees, Smithies et al., teach that the transaction generator 
module access the document, transaction or statement passed to it and executes a 
process, such as MD5 message digest technique creating a one-way has checksum of 
the characters within the document (col. 24, lines 19 - 24). Creating a one-way has 
checksum of the characters within the document using digest technique implies 
message digest in voice script, since the document is recorded in a data object made 
secure through the use of encryption and a checksum. 

5. Applicant's argues that Smithies et al., do not teach or suggest sending a 
•hardcopy of a document to be signed to a signer (Amendment, page 10). 

The examiner disagrees, Smithies teach that the evidence stored may be 
stronger than that in connection with execution of an analogous paper document (col.7, 
lines 37 - 40). Using analogous paper document implies using a hardcopy document. 

6. Applicant argues that Smithies et al., do not teach or suggest interactive voice 
response (Amendment, page 10). 

The examiner disagrees, Smithies et al., teach that transaction or event triggered 
by computer interaction (col.7, lines 30, and 31). 



* 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1 -19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Smithies et al., (US Patent 6,091 ,835). 

As per claims 1,11, and 17, Smithies et al., teach a method for facilitating voice 
signatures, the method comprising: 

identifying a document to be signed ("information relating to a document"; col. 8, 
line 18); 

creating a speakable identifier summarizing the contents of the document ("the 
affirming party will be prompted to interact with the appropriate peripheral device or 
module so that the signature data may be invoked, used, read, recorded. If the 
signature is a so called "digital signature" created with the aid of a secret or private 
cryptographic key"; col. 35, lines 28 - 36); 

creating a voice script including the speakable identifier ("voice recording the 
declaration of intention"; col. 34, lines 49 - 51); 

using the voice script and the document to be signed to facilitate the creation of a 
voice signature ("voice or multimedia recordings signature"; coL8, lines 31 - 35; col7, 
lines 42 - 50). 
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As per claim 2, Smithies et al., further disclose identifying an electronic record 
containing one or more details of a transaction ("statement file"; col. 8, lines 30 - 35). 

As per claim 3, Smithies et al., further disclose identifying an electronic record 
containing a document to be acknowledged ("presents certain information relating to a 
document"; col.12, lines 14 - 16; col.8, lines 15 - 18). 

As per claims 4, and 18, Smithies et al., further disclose calculating a 
cryptographic hash of the document ("cryptographic means"; col.7, lines 64, and 65; 
col. 35, line 36). 

As per claims 5, and 19, Smithies et al., further disclose calculating a checksum 
of the document (col. 35, line 36). 

As per claim 6, Smithies et al., further disclose calculating a message digest of 
the document ("such as MD5 message digest technique creating a one-way has 
checksum of the characters within the document"; col. 24, lines 19 - 24). 

As per claim 7, Smithies et al., further disclose creating instructions using the 
voice script such that the instructions enable a signer to create a voice signature (" 
instructions from the client application to determine the types of authentication to be 
used during any affirmation process"; col. 13, lines 7-10). 
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As per claims 8, and 12, Smithies et al., further disclose forwarding the 
instructions and the document to the signer ("presenting a text or aural instruction"; 
col.8, lines 15-20; col.33, lines 39 - 42). 

As per claims 9, and 13, Smithies et al., further disclose that instructions and the 
document are forwarded to the signer electronically ("the evidence stored may be 
stronger than that in connection with execution of an analogous paper document"; col. 7, 
lines 37-40). 

As per claims 10, and 14, Smithies et al., further disclose that hardcopies of the 
instructions and the document are forwarded to the singer ("message displayed to the 
affirming party"; col.8, lines 47, and 48). 

As per claim 15, Smithies et al., further disclose that recording a user reading the 
voice script is performed using a microphone (col. 43, line 21). 

As per claim 16, Smithies et al., further disclose recording a user reading the 
voice script is performed using an interactive voice response system ('record of the 
affirming party's interaction with the system"; col. 13, lines 49 - 51). 
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Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonard Saint-Cyr whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 4247. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571) 272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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12/17/07 




